
Maths at home 

You could cut a whole pizza/cake into half and then into 

quarters. 

Collect stones on your daily exercise. Can you share them 

into equal groups? How many equal groups do you have? 
How many stones do you have in each group? Can you 

group them differently?  

Practise folding paper into half. Can you fold it so there’s 4 

equal parts?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Read or listen to the audio story of ‘The Elves and the Shoemakers’ (attached). 

Clary, Pepper and Jas have lots of elf friends who like to help 
people too. Can you make up a story about some elves that 

help people? 

Arithmetic 

Please see the notes attached on how to use 

bar models to help teach fractions 

1. ½ of 12 =  

2. ½ of 20 = 

3. ½ of 16 = 

4. ¼ of 8 = 

5. ¼ of 24 = 

6. ¼ of 32= 

7. ¾ of 8 =  

8. ¾ of 16= 

9. ¾ of 24= 

10. ¾ of 12 

 

 

Things to consider 

Decide who you characters 
are going to be. What are 

their names? Who needs 
help? Where does the story 

take place? 

Using a piece of paper, 

plan your story using 

the story mountain to 
help you. Then use 

your story mountain to 
help you write your 

own story. 

Toys have changed so much through time.  

Have a discussion with your family members this week about your favourite 

toy. Why is it your favourite toy? Why do you like it?  

Ask your mum or dad what their favourite toy was when they were a child? 
You could even phone your grandparents or other family members and ask 

them about their favourite toy when they were a child. Why did they like it? 
How have toys changed through time. 

Can you find out if there are any toys that a family member used to play 

with when they were a child that you still enjoy playing with today?  



 The Elves and the Shoemaker  

 Once upon a very long time ago, there lived a kind-hearted shoemaker 

and his wife.  Unfortunately, the couple had become so poor that at last 

they had nothing left but the leather to make one pair of shoes.  

 One night, after a supper of bread and jam, the shoemaker shuffled to his workshop with his 

head hung down and his shoulders hunched. As he cut out the shoes from the last piece of 

leather, his wife appeared, “Try not to worry. Everything will soon be all right. Leave that 

tonight. You can finish the shoes tomorrow,” she said softly.  

 Little did they know but three little elves, Clary, Pepper and Jas, heard the shoemaker’s wife. 

They felt sorry for the kind man and decided to help. Working through the night, they cut, 

sewed and decorated until they had made a beautiful pair of shoes!  

 In the morning, the shoemaker and his wife were amazed to see the delightful, little shoes on 

the workbench. “Where have these come from? Who made them?” they wondered.  Soon, a 

merchant saw the shoes in the shop window and bought them immediately.  He was so 

impressed by the shoes that he gave the shoemaker enough money to buy leather for two pairs 

of shoes.  

 That night, too, the shoemaker cut out the shoes and left them on the workbench. Again, the 

three little elves returned.   

Working through the night, they cut, sewed and decorated until they had made two beautiful 

pairs of shoes!  

 This continued for many more nights, until the shoemaker and his wife were no longer poor. 

One night, the couple decided that they wanted to know who was making the shoes so that they 

could thank them for their kindness.  After a hearty supper, they laid out the leather, hid in the 

workshop and waited to see who their helpers were.  

 Clary, Pepper and Jas crept into the workshop and by the light of the moon, cut, sewed and 

decorated until they had made several beautiful pairs of shoes!  “How lucky we are! We must 

return their kindness!” declared the shoemaker’s wife.  

 “Their clothes are ragged and torn. Let’s make them some new clothes,” the shoemaker 

suggested.  

 So, all day, they cut, sewed and decorated until they had made three teeny hats, three perfectly 

miniature suits and three tiny pairs of charming shoes.  That night they left them on the 

workbench for the generous elves.  

 By the light of the moon, Clary, Pepper and Jas danced a jig of happiness on the workbench.  

Dressed in their brand-new hats, suits and shoes they left the shoemaker’s workshop, not ever to 

return.  

 The shoemaker and his wife lived happily ever after, never forgetting the three little elves who 

helped them in their time of need.          

You can listen to the audio version of this story here: 

https://soundcloud.com/talkforwriting/elves                                    

 

https://soundcloud.com/talkforwriting/el


Using bar models to teach fractions 

This is a bar model. 

 

Whole number 

 

Part number Part number 

 

When finding a fraction of a whole number, try using a bar model to teach this. For example: 

½ of  12   =  

 

 

 

 

 

12 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

½ of 12 = 6  

This is because the numerator (the top number) is asking us to find one part and there’s a 

total of 6 in each part. 

 

 

 

12 is the whole number 

The denominator (the bottom number in the fraction) means we need to split the bar model into 2 parts. 

Share 12 between two. This could be done practically using 

counters or by drawing pictures/symbols. 



You can use the same method for other fractions, such as: 

¼ of 8 =  

8 

(because this is the whole number) 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Therefore, ¼ of 8 = 2 

 

You could also use the bar model to find  

¾ of 8 by counting how many hearts are in three of the parts. For example 

8 

(because this is the whole number) 
 

   

 

 

The bar model, has been split into four equal parts because the denominator tells us 

there are four parts. 

¾ of 8 = 6 

2 + 2 + 2= 6 


