
Writing Task: Either using the design template provided or by drawing your own. Can you design your own 

magical shoes? What magical thing happens to you when you put on your magical shoes?  Can you complete the 

story provided by describing what happens when you wear your magical shoes? Remember to include adjectives 
in your story to describe what your shoes look like? 

Why not draw/paint what you 
can see from your window using 

simple shapes and lots of 
different colours. 

Family Favourites 

 

 

 

Ask your family members what their favourite colour/sport/food is 

and record your findings in a tally chart. Use this information to 

draw a pictogram like the one below: 

 Maths Learning Opportunities 

What is the most/least favourite? 

How many were asked in total? 

How many liked ….. over ……? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Read or listen to the audio story of ‘The Elves and the Shoemakers’ (attached). 

Questions to ask your child 

What kind of person was the 

shoemaker? 

After his supper of bread and jam, the 
shoemaker goes to his workshop. 

Which word suggests that he is 

feeling sad? 

One night the shoemaker and his 

wife ate a hearty supper. What do 

you think they ate? 

Punctuation and Grammar Activity 

 Jas wants your help to sort the words into the job each one does  

in a sentence. Sort the words listed below into the table. 

sewed         shuffled        wondered          generous            jig 

   kind-hearted       merchant     workshop         declared       

           

 

Patrick Heron is a British painter. His work is 
known as abstract art, which means his 

paintings tend not to look exactly like what 

we see in real life. A lot of his paintings 
explore images and scenes from his everyday 

life. Take a look at his work. What do you 
think about Heron’s art? How does it make 

you feel? Does it remind you of familiar 
objects or does it look like lots of strange 

shapes and colours? 

Arithmetic 

1. 20 + 30 +20 = 

2. 13 – 7 = 

3. 46 – 16 = 

4. 2 x 11 = 

5. 70 + __ = 90 

6. 8 + 7 + 5 = 

7. 84 + 10 = 

8. 18 divided by 2 =  

9. 6 x 5 =  

10. 60 - __ = 20 

11. 24 + 15 =  

12. 45 ÷ 5 = 

 



 The Elves and the Shoemaker  

 Once upon a very long time ago, there lived a kind-hearted shoemaker 

and his wife.  Unfortunately, the couple had become so poor that at last 

they had nothing left but the leather to make one pair of shoes.  

 One night, after a supper of bread and jam, the shoemaker shuffled to his workshop with his 

head hung down and his shoulders hunched. As he cut out the shoes from the last piece of 

leather, his wife appeared, “Try not to worry. Everything will soon be all right. Leave that 

tonight. You can finish the shoes tomorrow,” she said softly.  

 Little did they know but three little elves, Clary, Pepper and Jas, heard the shoemaker’s wife. 

They felt sorry for the kind man and decided to help. Working through the night, they cut, 

sewed and decorated until they had made a beautiful pair of shoes!  

 In the morning, the shoemaker and his wife were amazed to see the delightful, little shoes on 

the workbench. “Where have these come from? Who made them?” they wondered.  Soon, a 

merchant saw the shoes in the shop window and bought them immediately.  He was so 

impressed by the shoes that he gave the shoemaker enough money to buy leather for two pairs 

of shoes.  

 That night, too, the shoemaker cut out the shoes and left them on the workbench. Again, the 

three little elves returned.   

Working through the night, they cut, sewed and decorated until they had made two beautiful 

pairs of shoes!  

 This continued for many more nights, until the shoemaker and his wife were no longer poor. 

One night, the couple decided that they wanted to know who was making the shoes so that they 

could thank them for their kindness.  After a hearty supper, they laid out the leather, hid in the 

workshop and waited to see who their helpers were.  

 Clary, Pepper and Jas crept into the workshop and by the light of the moon, cut, sewed and 

decorated until they had made several beautiful pairs of shoes!  “How lucky we are! We must 

return their kindness!” declared the shoemaker’s wife.  

 “Their clothes are ragged and torn. Let’s make them some new clothes,” the shoemaker 

suggested.  

 So, all day, they cut, sewed and decorated until they had made three teeny hats, three perfectly 

miniature suits and three tiny pairs of charming shoes.  That night they left them on the 

workbench for the generous elves.  

 By the light of the moon, Clary, Pepper and Jas danced a jig of happiness on the workbench.  

Dressed in their brand-new hats, suits and shoes they left the shoemaker’s workshop, not ever to 

return.  

 The shoemaker and his wife lived happily ever after, never forgetting the three little elves who 

helped them in their time of need.          

You can listen to the audio version of this story here: 

https://soundcloud.com/talkforwriting/elves                                    

 

https://soundcloud.com/talkforwriting/el


 

Once upon a time, there lived a young girl who lived with her parents. One day, the young beautiful 

girl went to buy some new shoes. She tried on sparkly shoes, stripy shoes, flashing light shoes 

and even high heeled shoes. In fact, she tried on shoes of every type but none of them were 

right.  The girl was so fed up, until out of the corner of her eyes she saw a..... 

 

 

 

 

Excitedly the young girl ran to the corner of the shop and tried the shoes on. They were perfect. 
That evening, when the girl was fast asleep something magical happened... 

 

Word Bank 

Sentence openers (why not try changing the 

sentence openers underlined in the passage) 

Adjectives (why not try changing the 

adjectives highlighted in the passage). 

As evening approached 

Once there lived 

Long, long ago 

 

poor 

red velvet 

jewel encrusted 

 

 

 

 

Add description of the shoes you have designed. Don’t forget to include adjectives 

(describing words).  

Design your own magic shoes, either by using the template below or drawing your own design. 


