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2nd March 2021 

 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 

I hope you and your family are safe and well.   
 

I am writing to inform you of our progress towards a full reopening of school on 8th March. We have a robust 

plan in place for the return of all pupils and St Michael’s updated risk assessment is now available on our 

school website. The plans for reopening are very similar to what they were in September and the way 

we were operating before Christmas. 
  

When all pupils return to school on 8th March, protective measures will continue to ensure the safety of 

pupils and staff. The overriding principle is to minimise the number and length of contact between people, 

rather than eliminating them. St Michael’s will operate at full capacity and with as normal a curriculum and 

timetable as possible. At St Michael’s, we will continue to work in year group bubbles which will work in an 

allocated zone within school. We will have more members of staff for each zone at lunchtime, to support 

practical arrangements e.g. safe toileting, handwashing and to facilitate first aid.  
 

The guidance states that, while it is important that classes work in bubbles, staff can move between bubbles 

for a limited number of activities. It is recommended that children limit what they bring into school to 

essential items only. Pupils can take books and work home, so we will be sending reading books every 

week.  Homework will be set on Seesaw every Friday and pupils should bring their PE kit into school in a 

bag on their PE day.  
 

Within bubbles, the emphasis will be on hygiene rather than formal social distancing. Year group bubbles 

will be kept apart during the school day. Children will sit side by side and facing forward, rather than in 

groups. The usual rules for attendance will again apply.   
 

Parents will not be allowed to enter the school site and we ask that all parents adhere to the staggered finish 

times outlined in the table below. The school’s breakfast club will resume on Monday 15th March and 

parents of those pupils who were previously attending will be contacted to confirm places.  
 

Our high standards and expectations for behaviour and work will remain, and all children are asked to 

wear full school uniforms each day. School uniform can be ordered online at 

https://theschooloutfit.co.uk/collections/st-michaels-r-c-primary-school-newcastle.  

  

 

All pupils will still be able to access a hot meal at lunchtime. Key Stage 2 will have their choice of meal 

delivered to their classroom in a hot box. If you pay for your child’s school lunch; you should put the correct 

money for the week in an envelope with your child’s name and amount enclosed. This should be brought in 

at the beginning of each week. School lunches are £2.10 for Nursery and £2.20 for all other year groups. 

Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 receive a free school meal as part of the Universal free school meal 

offer. 

 

We will limit all visitors to school to essential services only and appropriate risk assessments and strict hand 

hygiene will be adhered to.  

  

If you have more than one child, you should drop all your children off and pick them up at the time of your 

eldest child, using your eldest child’s allocated gate. This should avoid too many parent congregating outside 

https://theschooloutfit.co.uk/collections/st-michaels-r-c-primary-school-newcastle


 

 

of school at any one point. Please be mindful of other parents when you are dropping off and collecting from 

school. I also ask that face coverings are worn when dropping off and collecting your child.  
 

 

All pupils should filter into school between 8.45am-9.00am, please note this is slightly later than previous 

arrangements. Please read the table below for your child’s allocated gate and finish time.   
 

 

All pupils should arrive at school between 8.45am-9.00am 
 

 

Year Group Gate Finish Time 

Nursery and Reception Gate 3 3.00 

Year 1 Gate 3 3.00 

Year 2 Gate 3 3.15 

Year 3 Gate 1 3.00 

Year 4 Gate 1 3.15 

Year 5 Gate 2 3.00 

Year 6 Gate 2 3.15 
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We look forward to children returning and giving full life to our school building. We will work together to 

support our children as we move out of this national lockdown. In school, we will utilise our educational 

expertise to ensure your child can settle back to a full curriculum and recover from the times they have had 

no face to face teacher contact, over the past twelve months. We will ensure our standards and 

expectations are high, but also acknowledge the frustrations of our children as they have had to 

come to terms with so much disruption in their personal lives and school lives. 

 

 



 
We will recover our children's learning by: 

• providing a safe and loving environment for every child to learn 

• making sure that every child is happy and feels valued 

• teaching an outstanding recovery curriculum to meet the needs of every child 

• working in partnership with parents to support our children to reach their goals in all aspects 

of school life 

• making sure our pupils 'Live Life to the Full'- emotionally, physically and spiritually 

 
Thank you, once again, for supporting your child in their learning at home. I am really looking forward to the 

term ahead and know our children will be happy to reunite with their teachers and friends.  
 

I will continue to share newsletters and letters with you regularly to update you on school life and how we 

are operating. 

 

Yours Sincerely 
 

 
Mrs C Chapman 

Headteacher 

 
 


