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3rd December 2018 

 

Dear Parents/Carers  

 

Thank you for your continued support so far this academic year. We know that children achieve 

best when home and school work as one. We are always happy to work alongside you to ensure our 

children continue to thrive in order to reach their potential. It is a privilege to do the job that we do 

and we are very grateful for your support. If you need to, please don’t hesitate to contact us.  

 

Mini Vinnies   

Last week saw the launch of St Michael’s Mini Vinnies. The Mini Vinnie programme is a St 

Vincent de Paul Group within a Primary School. We now have eight Mini Vinnies at St Michael’s 

from across Key Stage 2, they each received their badge in a special commissioning ceremony last 

Thursday. Over the coming months, they will organise and talk about helping others in need within 

our local community of Elswick and beyond.   

 

Liturgies and Services   

Over the last few weeks we have enjoyed some brilliant class liturgies from Y1 and Y3. They are 

always a great way to invite parents into school and see how well behaved our children are. This 

week, Year 5 and Year 6 have taken part in a Reconciliation service led by Fr Simon Weymes, who 

is based at St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle. Both year groups showed respect throughout the service 

and the children read, sang and danced beautifully. Thank you and well done to all involved.   

 

Curriculum Enhancement- Fire Engine   

This week, a fire engine visited our Year 2 class as part of their topic work. Children enjoyed 

exploring the engine itself and had the opportunity to ask questions to the fire team. They loved 

trying out the hoses and hearing the sirens. I look forward to seeing their follow-up work in class.   

 

Curriculum Information   

Curriculum Information overviews for each class are available on the school website. Each half 

term they are updated, to give you an insight in to what your child is learning in their class. You 

will find regular news updates on the website and on our Facebook page too.    

 

Sports Teams  

Well done to our football teams who have showed resilience and determination throughout their 

recent matches. Well done also to the pupils who represented St Michael’s in athletics this week. 

Mr Gorman and Mrs Hillard are very proud of both the children’s achievements and ranking in the 

competition but also the true St Michael’s team spirit, which they displayed throughout the 

competition. We are extremely proud of you all.   

 

Internet Safety   

Last week was internet safety week in school. Mr Ashton, IT teacher and assistant Head teacher 

from Sacred Heart High School, led an assembly on Monday for Key Stage 2. The assembly looked 

at using the internet safety and sensibly. He talked about both the positives and negatives of using  

the internet and highlighted the benefits but also some of the dangers of social media and online 

gaming. Each class across the school has enjoyed an age appropriate lesson on internet safety.   



 

 

Christmas Fair  

Our school Christmas Fair will take place on 7th December 3.30-4.30pm. Come along for a 

Christmas treat shop, a visit to Santa, bauble making and a bottle grab. Refreshments will also be 

served in the main school hall. Raffle tickets will be on sale on the night and throughout December 

and the raffle will be drawn in the final week of term. We ask that parents pick children up at 

3.15pm prompt and that all children are accompanied by an adult to the Fair. We look forward to 

seeing you all there.   

 

Volunteer Parent Readers  

We are looking for volunteers to listen to our children read next term. Your skills would be very 

much appreciated. There are so many reasons to volunteer, not only do you support our school, but 

volunteering provides the opportunity to develop your skills and experience too. Do you have any 

spare time on an afternoon? Could you volunteer at St Michael’s? If you feel you could support the 

school in this way, please leave your details at the school office.  

 

Ongoing building work  

As many of you are aware, the building work on the land next to St Michael’s in ongoing and is 

expected to last approximately 12 months. Thank you for showing such understanding in our 

decision to close the gate on Clumber Street North at 3.15pm. This decision was made with the 

safety of the children in mind. Please take care when parking at school and use other roads such as 

Brunel Terrace and Clumber Street if necessary.   

Please park with consideration for each other and drive with the safety of our pupils in mind.  

 

Christmas dates for your diary  

 4th December- Christmas lunch  

 7th December- Christmas Fair 3.30pm-4.30pm  

 18th December- Nursery and Reception Nativity 9.15am  

 19th December- Year 1&2 Nativity 9.15am (Year 1 Parents/Carers)  

 19th December- Year 1&2 Nativity 2pm (Year 2 Parents/Carers) 

 20th December- KS2 Carols by Candlelight 2pm at St Michael’s Church  

 

Please be aware of the upcoming Christmas Nativities and Carol Concert. They have been 

published on our website since the start of the year and I know they will be an amazing 

celebration of Christmas.   

 

 21st December- Christmas Jumper Day   

On the last day of term 21st December, we are having a Christmas jumper day. We ask that 

children bring in a donation of 50p-£1 which will go to the charity St Cuthbert’s Care 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

 
Mrs C Chapman 

Head of School 

 


