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22nd January 2019  
  

Dear Parents/Carers  

  

Thank you so much for the lovely welcome we have all received upon returning back to school.  As 

we start our Spring term I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for the support you have 

given to us throughout last term. There were so many great things that took place including: 

beautiful liturgies, useful Parental Workshops and great community events.  It is a privilege to do 

the job that we do and we are very grateful for your support, challenge and friendship.   

  

Fr Bellamy  

It is with great sadness that we inform you of the death of Fr. Bill Bellamy. Fr. Bellamy died 

peacefully at St. Joseph’s (Little Sisters of the Poor), on the evening of Thursday 17 January. Many 

of you will know Fr Bellamy as the former parish priest of St Michael’s. He celebrated 70 years of 

priesthood last year and had been the parish priest at St Michael’s for over 40 years. We will 

remember him in our prayers.     

  

Attendance  

Over the last term our attendance percentages have risen. Thank you for working with us to ensure 

that your child’s attendance has contributed to the good attendance last term.   It makes such a 

difference to your children’s academic and personal development by coming to school as often as 

possible. We are working very hard to improve attendance. The table below shows our historical 

attendance rate.  For a child to be classed as persistently absent they have to have an attendance rate 

of lower than 90%.   

  

  2014/15  2015/16  2016/17  2017/18  2018/19  
Term 1  

2019  
Target  

2018  
National   

% PAs 10%  21.4  19.1  12.3  13.1  3.8  5  8  

% Absence  6.3  5.7  5  5.2  3.8  4  4  

  

There are still a number of families who take holidays during term time. We do not authorise term 

time holiday.  We only authorise a day absence from school as a result of illness or in exceptional 

circumstances.  We consider exceptional circumstances to be a one day absence as a result of a 

special family occasion such as a funeral or a wedding. Two weeks term time holiday results in 

sixty hours of lost learning.  A child who is persistently absent misses on average one day every two 

weeks, this means out of a possible 190 school days, children with 90% attendance attend 171 days 

at school.  They miss 114 hours of learning.  Any child where their attendance levels are low are not 

be able to achieve as well as they can  

I would like to thank the overwhelming majority of you because your child’s attendance is very 

strong.   

  

Reading Cafes   

You regularly tell us that you enjoy coming into school to see your children in the termly liturgies 

and assemblies.  We would like to give you a further opportunity to see your children in school.  

This term we are hosting Reading Cafes.  This will be an opportunity to participate in an English 

lesson with your child. They will be very informal and will start with coffee in our hall, we will 



 

 

then take you through a summary of how we teach Reading within our English lessons.  Following 

this you will go to your child’s classroom where you can work with your child on reading skills. 

You will also be given ideas for supporting your child at home.  The sessions will start at 9.00 am 

and finish no later than 10.15 am.  We have arranged one for every class from Nursery to Y6.  If 

you can, please come.   

  

Making links in the community   

In an attempt to further develop links with our local school parish, we would like to work more 

closely with St Joseph’s care home; recently the school’s Mini Vinnie group visited and sang carols 

during Advent. It was enjoyable afternoon for everyone involved. The staff and residents of St 

Joseph’s loved having our pupils there for the afternoon and commented on their brilliant behaviour 

and attitude. Children have been selected to visit St Joseph’s this week. They will showcase their 

excellent reading skills and engagement with the ‘Once upon a time’ reading scheme.   Please see 

the catholic life section of our school website for further updates.   

  

Shakespeare Club   

Last week saw the launch of Shakespeare Club. Mrs Simonson, Mrs McSherry and Mrs Clifford 

were blown away by the children’s response to the club and were very impressed with the 

children’s auditions.  All 36 children who auditioned were given a place. The pupils will learn the 

story of Romeo and Juliet. In the summer term they will perform a scene of the play at Sacred Heart 

High School alongside other Primary and Secondary schools.   

  

Be a volunteer   

We have several volunteers who regularly listen to our wonderful children read.  If you have any 

available time we would really welcome you.  Spending time in school is very rewarding because 

our children are so friendly and full of fun.  All our current volunteers always enthuse about the 

time they spend with us.  If you want to hear reading or help in one of our classes please let us 

know.  You’ll need to fill in a few simple forms and we will provide any training and support.  

Please contact the school office if you are interested.   

  

PTFA - we’d love you to help   

Last week we had a great Parent Teacher and Friends association meeting.  It is a small group of 

people who achieve great things. The PTFA helped to organise the Christmas Fair which raised 

£800. This money paid for the children’s Christmas parties and the Year 6 leavers hoodies.  Going 

forward, the group would like to fundraise in order to buy equipment for the KS1 and KS2 yard. If 

you would like to join this group please leave your name at the school office.   

  

Ongoing building work  

As you are aware, the building work on the land next to St Michael’s is ongoing and is expected to 

last until January 2020. Please take care at the beginning and the end of the school day. Can I ask 

you to make use of surrounding roads such as Brunel Terrace to avoid traffic congestion.   

  

Please check our up to date dates for term 2. You will find these on the website.  Events are updated 

regularly.  Thank you for all you do for making our school successful, if we can help in any way 

please let us know. 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 
Mrs C Chapman 

Head of School 


