
Our ‘Learning Timeline’ is intended to provide a general overview of Science and Topic teaching throughout the year. Staff have designed their timeline to hook children into their learning and ensure 
curriculum coverage is effective. The time given to each topic is subject to change in order to ensure high levels of children engagement. In Year 5, Science and Learning Projects are taught in blocks, 

alongside each other. Languages and PE are taught weekly throughout the year. 
 

Over the course of the year there will be short periods during which our normal curriculum timetable will be suspended to allow for whole school projects: The whole school will engage in a range of art 
activities during a termly ‘Art Day’. Disability Awareness week will take place during the Spring term. Health week will take place during the Summer term. 

Science Project:  
Earth and space  

describe the movement of the 

Earth, and other planets, relative 
to the Sun in the solar system 

describe the movement of the 

Moon relative to the Earth. 
Describe the Sun, Earth and Moon 

as approximately spherical bodies 

use the idea of the Earth’s rotation 
to explain day and night, and the 

apparent movement of the sun 

across the sky. 

 

Science Project: 
Living things and their habitats 

Describe the differences in the life 

cycles of a mammal, an 
amphibian, an insect and a bird 

 

Describe the life process of 
reproduction in some plants and 

animals. 

 

Science Project:    
Animals including humans 

Describe the changes as humans 

develop to old age. 

 

Science Project:   
Properties and changes of 

materials  

Compare and group together 
everyday materials based on their 

properties, including their 

hardness, solubility, transparency, 
conductivity (electrical and 

thermal), and response to magnets. 

Know that some materials will 
dissolve in liquid to form a 

solution, and describe how to 

recover a substance from a 
solution. Use knowledge of solids, 

liquids and gases to decide how 

mixtures might be separated, 
including through filtering, 

sieving and evaporating. Give 

reasons based on evidence from 
comparative and fair tests, for the 

particular uses of everyday 

materials, including metals, wood 
and plastic 

Demonstrate that dissolving, 

mixing and changes of state are 
reversible changes. 

Explain that some changes result 

in the formation of new materials, 
and that this kind of change is not 

usually reversible, including 

changes associated with burning 
and the action of acid on 

bicarbonate of soda. 

 

Science Project:   
Forces 

Explain that unsupported objects 

fall towards the Earth because of 
the force of gravity acting between 

the Earth and the falling object 

Identify the effects of air 
resistance, water resistance and 

friction, that act between moving 

surfaces 
Recognise that some mechanisms 

including levers, pulleys and gears 

allow a smaller force to have a 
greater effect 

 

Science Project: 
 

Learning Project:  
Resources and trade:  

Describe and understand key 

aspects of human geography, 

including: types of settlement and 

land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the 

distribution of natural resources 

including energy, food, minerals 
and water.  Locate the world’s 

countries, using maps to focus on 

Europe (including the location of 
Russia) and North and South 

America, concentrating on their: 

environmental regions, key 

Learning Project:  
Shang Dynasty: 

Know and understand significant 

aspects of the history of the wider 

world: the nature of ancient 

civilisations; the expansion and 
dissolution of empires; 

characteristic features of past non-

European societies; achievements 
and follies of mankind. 

The achievements of the earliest 

civilizations – an overview of 
where and when the first 

civilizations appeared and a depth 

study of one of the following: 

Learning Project: 
Water and the water Cycle:  

Children learn about how the 

water cycle works, who uses water 
and how and what the issues are 

with water in our world. 

 

Learning Project: 
Anglo Saxons (History) 

Pupils can describe significant 

features from time periods and 
know how Britain has influenced 

and been influenced by the wider 

world. Pupils can understand why 
some civilisations have been 

successful and why others have 

not. Pupils understand historical 
concepts and use them to make 

connections, draw contrasts, 

analyse trends and ask questions 
about the past. Pupils can evaluate 

sources and identify those that are 

Learning Project: 
Climate: 

Climate around the equator, 

climate around the world, deserts, 
temperate climes, cold 

environments.  

 

Learning Project: 
Victoria: 

A study of an aspect or theme in 

British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 

1066 such as the changing power 

of monarchs. 
Know and understand the history 

of these islands as a coherent, 

chronological narrative, from the 
earliest times to the present day: 

how people’s lives have shaped 

this nation and how Britain has 
influenced and been influenced by 

the wider world. 



physical and human 
characteristics, countries, major 

cities. Use maps, atlases, globes 

and digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 

features studied. Use fieldwork to 

observe, measure, record and 
present the human and physical 

features in the local area using a 

range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs, 

and digital technologies. 

 

Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; 
Ancient Egypt; The Shang 

Dynasty of Ancient China. 
 

 

useful to the task. Pupils are 
beginning to make use of dates 

and terms to structure their work. 

 
 

 
Gain and deploy a historically 

grounded understanding of 

abstract terms such as ‘empire’, 
‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and 

‘peasantry’. 

Understand historical concepts 
such as continuity and change, 

cause and consequence, similarity, 

difference and significance, and 
use them to make connections, 

draw contrasts, analyse trends, 

frame historically-valid questions 
and create their own structured 

accounts, including written 

narratives and analyses. 
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