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Autumn term actions 
• Aspirational Campaign 
• Maths parent workshops
• Parents’ Evening
• Liturgies and Masses
• Choir

Aspirational Campaign 
Search for the Hero

‘Aim High... Reach Higher’
Search for  a Hero was launched to children in an assembly in the first week of the Autumn term. 
The children then received a letter from Mr Conway to which they had to respond to telling him 
about their future hopes and dreams and who they aspire to be. Pupils across the school enjoyed 
this task with many carrying out research at home and discussing their heroes and heroines with 
family members and friends. 
Photographs were taken of the children in role play carrying out their dream job. Posters were then 
made to be displayed around school in order to inspire children to aim high. Pupils now have a 
better understanding of how their education equips them with the behaviours and attitudes 
necessary for success in their next stage of education and even adult life. 

Maths Café Workshops 

Every class in Key Stage One and Two have held Maths Cafe workshops 
for parents. The aim of the workshop was to inform parents of age 
related expectations and give them an awareness of the Mathematics 
National Curriculum.  Parents then joined their children in their own 
classroom where they took part in a maths lesson based on the four 
rules of number.  Parents were shown calculation methods, with the 
idea that it would then enable parents to be able to help their child at 
home. Parents had an opportunity to solve problems involving the four 
number operations and make links between maths and everyday life. 

‘It has been a great to see how my child learns in maths. I think I 
will be able to help him with his homework’

‘I liked how all children are involved in the lesson and they are 
enjoying it’ 

Parents’ Evening 
Parents’ Evening took place over two consecutive nights 
(31st October and November 1st). Parents had the 
opportunity to look at their children’s books before 
discussing their child’s attainment and progress with the 
class teacher. Teachers gave parents a clear outline of 
their child’s attainment and progress in relation to age 
related expectations as well as new targets to move their 
learning forward. 
Parents’ Evening was also a fantastic opportunity to share 
and celebrate the many extra curricular activities that 
children are now involved in at St Michael’s such as 
choirs, liturgical dancing, after school sports club and 
Shakespeare club. 
Every parents in the school has now had an appointment. 

I can see the 
progress my 

child is making

It’s good to see 
staff out side 

before and after 
school so I can 
speak to them



School community coming together in prayer 
Every class in St Michael’s have recently prepared and lead a liturgy for the school community. 
Each liturgy was planned around a theme linked to RE or Topic. It acted as a chance for the children 
to pray together as well as share the good work they have been producing in class. 
It was excellent to see all children actively involved in the liturgy which included elements of song 
and dance as well as reading and poetry. Parents thanked the school for the opportunity to take 
part in such lovely events and commented on the excellent behaviour of the children. 

This autumn, Year 6 children were buddied up with Reception children for the first time. The Buddy 
assembly was an opportunity for the Year 6 children to introduce the new children starting in our 
school to both parents and pupils. The children have continued to enjoy spending time together 
taking part in activities such as reading, treasure hunts and problem solving games.

A whole school mass took place in October to begin the school year as a school community. It was 
also an opportunity to say a fond farewell to our school chaplain Fr Shaun. A range of children from 
all year groups enjoyed leading  on readings, hymns and liturgical dances. The behaviour of 
children was exceptional throughout, showing reverence and respect at all times. 

Key Stage Two Choir 

St Michael’s now has two choirs running in Key Stage 2. Each 
choir is made up of 25 children of all abilities and minority 
groups.
Children rehearse weekly and are enjoying learning a range  of 
genres in preparation for many upcoming performances. These 
events include charity performances at Eldon Square, local 
nursing homes and a regional school performance at The Sage, 
Gateshead. 
‘The Angels of the North’ event, which will take place in 
November,  will involve 400 school children from across the 
region performing together. 25 pupils will represent St Michael’s 
in the sell out concert.



Assessment Without Levels
Reading, Writing and Maths
Previously, Years 1-6  have assessed writing using Writing  Assessment Without Levels (AWL)  grids, 
with Year 2 and Year 6 also  assessing Reading and Maths in the same way. This academic year, Reading 
and Maths AWL grids are  now being used so that teachers can accurately assess children’s attainment 
and progress and clearly identify  next steps in learning. This assessment is ongoing, with summative 
assessment still taking place three times a year. 
While the focus of children’s learning is that it is curriculum led,  the AWL grids allow teachers to make 
effective use of their professional skills and expertise to evaluate pupils’ learning and  then to tailor 
their teaching accordingly. 

A broad and balanced curriculum 
A broad and balanced curriculum is a curriculum that allows children to 

develop their skills, knowledge and understanding in all areas of the 
curriculum to prepare them for life in the 21st century. 

The focus of this year was to develop a broad and balanced curriculum inclusive to all children. 

Several staff meetings have taken place where staff have had an opportunity to plan their exciting 
curriculum alongside colleagues. Topic overviews were mapped out for the year with a range of  
Geography, History and Science based topics in order to give children a rich menu of knowledge across 
the school year. Staff studied the National Curriculum to ensure children were meeting year group 
expectations and the teaching of skills was progressing accordingly. This is something we are continuing 
to develop with Sacred Heart High School. 

Educational visits have acted as a hook in to different topics for children giving them a first hand 
learning experience and a rich and exciting approach a new area of learning. Following trips such as the 
Castle Keep, Vindolanda and The Bridges of the River Tyne, the quality of work children have produced 
is of a high standard and where appropriate cross curricular links have been made. 

The whole school participated in a Spirited Art Day which was based around a central theme of The 
Beatitudes. 
The art work from each class represented a line in scripture. The day concluded in a celebration 
assembly where each class had the opportunity to share their beautiful work. 

The Maths curriculum at St Michael’s continues to go from strength to strength. Staff have now worked 
with the scheme of learning for two full terms and are becoming even more confident in matching 
resources to tasks, recognising individual needs of children. Concrete resources are planned well to 
ensure that there are no barriers to any pupil achieving. 

The Primary Writing Project, despite only being it’s early stages, is
 already proving to be effective, giving children of all abilities the 
opportunity to access the curriculum and achieve in what they are doing. 

There continues to be a disciplined learning environment around school. The school’s
behaviour system is used consistently, helping pupils to realise their potential.

Monitoring and Evaluating
Recent lesson observations had a Literacy focus  of Talk for Writing. An observation took place in 
every class in the school and both verbal and written feedback was given to teachers and teaching 
assistants. Book monitoring of Maths, Literacy, Science, Topic and RE took place alongside the 
observations. 
Reading moderation from Reception to Year 6 was carried out. As reading continues to be a 
priority for the school, a sample of children were selected from each class to read and discuss 
their teaching and learning of reading with leaders. 



What we know following our recent monitoring
• Most pupils are making consistently strong progress in most year groups in school, but based 

upon the end of year data we acknowledge that there are still some variations in the progress 
of different groups of pupils. 

• Work seen in books and in lessons recently clearly demonstrates this strong progress for most 
pupils in reading, writing and mathematics.

• Teachers have high expectations for all pupils to make substantial progress in their learning, 
and we have recently developed systems to ensure that those who have fallen behind will catch 
up quickly through targeted support offered the same day.

• Work is well presented, and handwriting is improving rapidly.
• Marking and feedback support learning very well. Teachers recognise pupils’ achievements, 

identify next steps and challenge deeper thinking. Pupils use teachers’ comments and feedback 
to further their learning and extend their understanding.

• There are consistently high standards of handwriting, presentation and setting out which 
demonstrates the pride pupils take in their work

• The school’s curriculum ensures that pupils have access to the local history of the area and have 
opportunities to visit areas of special interest. There are many opportunities for pupils to use 
the topics they are studying or the class text as a basis for extended pieces of writing. 

• The school is involved in the Primary Writing Project and early indications show that the 
programme will support the raising of expectations across all classes in the school. 

• Book scrutiny showed an improvement in quality and quantity of work, improved presentation 
and pride in activities, improved marking with children responding to challenges left for ‘Fix It’ 
time. 

Nursery
The curriculum provides a broad range of interesting and demanding experiences that meet 
children’s needs and help them make progress towards the early learning goals. In the session 
observed, children were excited by the hook that had taken place . The teacher continually 
supported the development of language as children repeated their journey using words such as 
‘on top of’ ‘across’ and ‘over’.  The quality of teaching is good, this is reflected in the learning 
journey books as well as the detailed floor books showing progression of skills. 
Both  members of staff in Nursery use regular and precise assessments of children’s learning in the 
form of Look, Listen and Note records to plan activities that are suitably challenging for all 
children. 
Reception
Outstanding practice is evident in Reception in all areas of monitoring. The introduction of 
individual Maths books show a real focus on number and progress is clear from the beginning of 
the year. Detailed planning that is based around children’s interests is sequential and 
differentiated and intervention groups are focused and well resourced challenging children of all 
abilities. 
Teachers expect and encourage all pupils to work with positive attitudes so that they can apply 
themselves and make strong progress. Behaviour systems are established and followed when 
necessary, creating an attitude of learning, even with the youngest of pupils.  A highly stimulating 
environment and exceptional organisation of the curriculum provides rich, varied and imaginative 
experiences. Children are motivated and interested in a broad range of activities and are keen 
learners. They listen carefully to adults and each other.
Year 1 
The class teacher demonstrates secure subject knowledge and plans imaginative activities that 
capture pupils’ interests and give their learning relevance and purpose.  Due to the excellent 
‘hooks’ in to lessons, pupils enjoy their learning and want to succeed. The session  observed was 
very well structured and good use was made of talk partners to get all children to develop their 
ideas. Teaching assistants work skillfully as a team with the class teacher. Books across the 
curriculum  showed progression from the beginning of the school year and children take pride in 
their work. 
When asked about reading in Year One, pupils talked with enthusiasm about the books they 
regularly read in class. Children were able to explain the reading reward system and 
had a secure phonic knowledge, with some able to read with expression and intonation.



 

Year 2
The class teacher now has a good understanding of year group expectations and is able to 
plan and set work which is appropriately challenging for all groups of pupils. The teacher 
and teaching assistant  challenge basic skills  so that they are developed and extended very 
effectively.  In the session observed,  the teacher’s modelling of writing is of a high standard and 

children make god progress. This is evident in their books across the curriculum. Marking is 
thorough and moves children’s learning forward. Children were able to support each other 
in their learning and used their high stimulating learning environment for the spelling of key 
words during lessons. 
Reading records in Year 2 were well organised with a real focus on next steps in the 
development of reading.  Pupils read widely and often, with fluency and comprehension 
appropriate to their age
Year 3
Book monitoring showed a great improvement in the quality and quantity of work produced 
in Year 3. Children take pride in their work in all areas of the curriculum and activities in 
subjects are well planned and resourced to suit the needs of the children. In the session 
observed, children are clearly enjoying their learning. Marking moves learning forward and 
sets challenges to children to complete in ‘Fix It’ time. The teacher has excellent 
relationships with her class. Good questioning skills move learning forward and a mini 
plenary was used effectively to recap on children’s knowledge and understanding of the 
lesson so far.  
Children read regularly in school and reading books were correctly matched to the ability of 
the child. 
Year 4
Children in Year 4 are making excellent progress. The class teacher sets very high 
expectations for all pupils  and work is differentiated well to meet the starting points of 
children.  Pupils’  conduct  in class reflects the school’s strategies to promote high standards 
of behaviour and pupils’ show an excellent  effort in completing their work to the best of 
their ability.  From the beginning of the year, pupils’ knowledge, understanding and skills 
have developed and improved due to the level of challenge set in all subjects. The class 
teacher gives pupils feedback in line with the school’s marking policy and pupils use this 
feedback well and they know what they need to do to improve. Pupils have developed the 
capacity to learn from mistakes, becoming keen learners who want to find out more about a 
subject. 
Year 5
The quality of teaching in Year 5 is good. The class teacher has an improved understanding 
of children’s starting points and appropriate level of challenge across the curriculum.  
Relationships between pupils and adults are good and children work together to help each 
other improve in lessons.  The Literacy lesson observed was planned well and resources 
were readily available. Planning showed lessons were well sequenced and progression was 
evident in books. 
The teaching assistant interacted well with the middle attaining pupils and encouraged 
independent working, with the teachers tackle misconceptions and building on pupils’ 
strengths throughout the session. 



Next steps
• Maintain a focus on improving the quality of teaching by ensuring that all teachers 

continue to be set high expectations for all pupils
• Eliminate any gaps in performance for the disadvantaged pupils by ensuring access to a 

vibrant and exciting curriculum, with a particular focus on eliminating gaps for White, 
British pupils (girls) 

• Ensure the current Y6 pupils receive a accelerated learning to boost attainment 
(necessary as a result of historically weak teaching).

• Further extend the reading curriculum to secure even higher standards
• Extend the practical approach to teaching mathematics to develop fluency, 

understanding and application

Year 6
In the main class of Year 6, progress is good. In the session observed, the teacher 
demonstrated confident modelling which supported pupils in their independent application of 
the task. The pace of learning was also good, with pupils working to the best of their ability. 
Children were able to clearly articulate ways that they could improve their own work and many 
children independently used resources from around the classroom such as a dictionary and a 
thesaurus in order to improve spellings or ‘find a more ambitious word’. Children talked with 
such passion about their class reader book ‘Goodnight Mr Tom’ and were able to discuss links 
to their topic of World War Two which they said they were enjoying. Literacy books showed 
evidence of opportunities for extended writing with children redrafting their own work and 
making improvements to spellings and grammar independently. 

In the supported Year 6 group, expectations were high and pupils knew precisely what they 
needed to achieve in the lesson. A high level of challenge was evident both within the session 
observed and in work produced. Marking is thorough and the impact of marking is obvious. 
Pupils are eager to learn and shared their views enthusiastically with peers. Effective 
questioning was used throughout the lesson to build on prior learning and extend thinking. 

Within the third Year 6 group, pupils who have special educational needs make good progress 
because to the very effective, targeted support they receive. Planning takes in to account 
starting points of the children and resources support learning. Pupils show respect for others’ 
ideas and are given time to discuss their own ideas with a partner and as a group. 
The teachers is able to confidently identify and support those pupils who start to fall behind 
and intervene quickly to help them to improve their learning. This is evident in books.


