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We’re having an amazing summer term here at St Michael’s. Our Nursery and Reception class are 

very excited about their pet caterpillars, they have enjoyed tracking them through their various 

stages and were eagerly awaiting their transformation into butterflies, which has now happened. In 

Year 1, our pupils have been studying a new book called 'The Green Ship'. They enjoyed following 

the adventures of the characters and bravely ventured inside the school garden shed to gather 

vocabulary about what they could see, hear, touch and smell, this helped them write excellent 

descriptive sentences. Our Year 2 and Year 6 pupils have worked exceptionally hard recently in 

their SATs tests and Year 3 have loved completing the Daily Mile challenge. Last week Year 4 had 

their Topic Café where they made salsa with the help of their parents as part of their Mexico topic. 

Year 5 have enjoyed visiting Sacred Heart High School and St Cuthbert’s where they took part of a 

range of interesting activities. Finally, our super Year 6 class are continuing to work towards their 

Faith In Action awards. They will be presented with their Faith in Action medals in a special 

presentation assembly in July for being good role models and living out the Gospel Values of our 

school. Year 6 parents are welcome to this presentation which will take place on Wednesday 17th 

July at 10.30am.  

 

First Holy Communion  

Last Sunday ten of our amazing children received their First Holy Communion during mass at St 

Michael’s church. It was a lovely celebration where we joined together as parish and school 

community to celebrate our amazing children. Lacey, Leo, Ruby, Ismael, Meigo, Raphael, Hollie, 

Sara, Mark and Kai have been preparing for this special sacrament over the past 6 months. The day 

highlighted just how fantastic our children are. They read and sang beautifully, showing maturity 

and respect throughout the mass. A huge thank you to you, our parents, for the dedication and 

support you have shown your children throughout this special journey. Mrs Monkley, Mrs Exley 

and Deacon Peter commented on how well behaved and respectful they have been in the sessions 

and Fr Simon praised them for their excellent attitudes.  

  

PTFA   

Our fabulous PTFA is going from strength to strength with more new members joining last week. 

The team meet regularly to discuss ways of fundraising to support the school. Money raised so far 

this year has been spent on new yard equipment for Key Stage 2 including new goal posts and 

basketball stands. Already the new equipment has had such a positive impact on the yard and our 

children really do appreciate these resources. The PTFA organised the recent sponsored run that 

took place on Wednesday 13th June. This well organised and fun day raised an astonishing £750.   

Our annual Summer Fayre will take place on Friday 28th June 3.30-4.30pm. There will be a number 

of stalls, games and activities as well as refreshments being served. All money raised will go 

directly to the PTFA.  

 

Sporting Success  

Recently our children have had many sporting opportunities and successes. Camilla in Year 6 

recently won the primary gymnastic competition and will now go on to represent Newcastle in the 

Tyne and Wear round next week. In athletics, a great team of our Key Stage 2 pupils won at the 

Newcastle Athletics Games with Christina, Lily, Aaron, Sanna and Kaitlin being selected to 



 

 

represent Newcastle in the Tyne and Wear Athletics Games event at Gateshead Stadium last 

Saturday. We are extremely proud of them all- well done!  

Our super Year 4 class skipped their way to success in the regional skipping finals with many of our 

children being recognised for their skipping skills and pace and finally Mrs Yeoman is so proud of 

her fantastic hockey players who have been working hard in their sessions, learning new skills each 

week.  

 

Community Engagement   

I passionately care about the community of St Michael’s and of Elswick.  We want our children to 

play an active and positive role in the community so they develop into excellent team players and 

people who make a very positive contribution to their local community.  In July we have arranged 

our annual Community Engagement Week.  The purpose of this week is for every class to do 

something positive for our community and make our children feel part of a wider group of people.  

We arranged a similar week last year and it was hugely successful.  The behaviour of our children is 

consistently exemplary in school and when they take part in school visits.     

Part of the week is ensuring the children appreciate they are role models and they have an important 

role to play in the makeup of a future tolerant, outward looking society. If you have any ideas, or 

have links with a charity, community group or company who would like our children to visit and be 

involved with, please contact your child’s class teacher.    

 

Plans for next year   

2018/19 has been another extremely successful year here at school. We are very fortunate to have 

an excellent staff team who love St Michael’s, our children and care deeply for the community of 

Elswick.  In September we have a new teacher joining our fabulous team, she is called Miss Fowler. 

I know you will make her welcome and we will continue to work together to ensure our school is 

the best that it possibly can be. Next year, staff will be in the following classes.   

 

Nursery:  Mrs Bonham and Mrs Scott  

Reception:  Miss Allison and Mrs Scott  

Year 1:  Mrs Simonson and Mrs Exley  

Year 2:  Miss Consterdine and Mrs Monkley  

Year 3:  Mr Gorman and Mrs Jankowski  

Year 4:  Miss Fowler and Mrs Hillard  

Year 5:  Miss Hudson and Mrs Foot  

Year 6:  Mr Frankland, Mrs Yeoman and Mrs Webb  

KS2:   Mrs Clifford and Miss Moat  

 

Appointments during the day   

As a parent myself, I appreciate that often it is difficult to get medical appointments for your 

children outside the school day.  Therefore, I do understand sometimes it is essential to take the 

offered times.  Where it is possible, could I ask you to avoid making appointments during the 

school day?   

 

Parking   

Parking around St Michael’s is still very problematic.  I frequently speak to parents who express 

frustration over the lack of parking or inconsiderate parking. I understand that there is limited 

parking facilities around school, so please park (if you need to drive) a little further away and walk. 

I ask that you do not park on double yellow lines and you park with an awareness of those around 

you. There are lots of parking spaces on Brunel Terrace so if you can park there and walk around 

the bottom of the school then please do, this will ease the traffic on Nesbitt Road and Clumber 

Street North.  



 
Thank you for all you do for our children, we love what we do and really appreciate your excellent 

support.   

 

 

Yours Sincerely 
 

 
Mrs C Chapman 

Head of School 
 

 

 


