
BACKGROUND NOTES FOR PARENTS AND CARERS 
 

About the Theme – Universal Church 
 
Dear Parent/Carer,  
Throughout their education, your child is preparing to live and work in a changing, global 
society. In this topic, they will be learning about global justice issues, and put their faith into 
action in order to build a just and fair world. Each year group will learn about a different 
aspect of our universal church, through scripture, prayer, stories and a range of different 
activities.       
Through the Universal Church topics children will explore key principles of Catholic Social 
Teaching   
 

The Dignity of the Human Person 
God made each of us, which means each of us is very special. It is not important if you are 
tall or small, or happy or sad, or if you have many toys or no toys. What is important is that 
each of us is special because of God’s love. And we must treat others in a caring way 
because they were made by God too. 
We Are Called to Live as Family and Community 
Jesus knows that people can only be happy if they have families and friends. He tells us that 
we can let these important people help us. He asks us to help them too.  
Rights and Responsibilities  
All of God’s people need these things: food, work, clothes, a home, a school, and a doctor 
to help when they are sick. Every single person on earth needs these. Some people have 
what they need, but many people don’t. Jesus wants the people who already have what 
they need to help these others. Jesus wants us to take care of this.  
We Are Called to Stewardship  
God made the earth and sky. God made all the people all over the world. God made the 
spiders and dogs and butterflies and tigers and pandas and all the other animals. God made 
the tulips, the trees, the tomatoes and all the plants. And, God tells us we must take good 
care of them. It is an important job. 
An Option for the Poor and Vulnerable 
You need food, water, a house, your school, a good doctor and a job for the grown-up who 
takes care of you. So does everybody else on the whole Earth. But there are many people 
who do not have these things. Jesus wants us to take extra good care of these people. 
The Dignity and Rights of Workers 
All people work in some way. Their work should be safe and helpful to them because God 
made them. By our work, we help ourselves and others, and we show our love to God. 
Solidarity 
All people are God’s children. That makes us brothers and sisters. We are connected to 
each other. It is as if everyone in the world held hands! We can be very different from each 
other, but we are still one family—God’s family. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Promotion of peace 
When we fall out with our friends we must say sorry, try to put things right and then try to be 
even better friends.  We must always try to live in peace and get on with everyone. This is 
not easy but Jesus wants us to keep on trying. 
  



Overview 

 

 

Key Vocabulary YEAR 2 
Treasures 

UNIVERSAL CHURCH 
 

 

 

treasure 

gift 

care 

love 

protect 

respect 

preserve creation 

precious 

Christians believe that life is God’s gift. Appreciating that all is gift leads us 
to treasure everything in life. 
Children will know and understand: 
•  What we treasure 
•  The world is God’s treasure given to us 
 
See Background Notes for Parents and Carers 
 
Week 1: Talk about what you treasure and why. Explain what ‘treasure’ 
means to you. Ask what they treasure. Walk around your house listing 
treasures around us. Discuss what we treasure and why, and how we look 
after them. Talk about treasures we share, the treasures of the earth – 
water, sun, land, trees, nature. 
Ask children to make a treasure box using either the chest template 
provided or a decorated shoe box and put in pictures treasures of the world 
or real treasures collected from nature. 
 

Week 2: Read The world is a treasure. Go outside in to your path or garden 
and look around at God’s world, thinking about it as a precious treasure. 
Read Psalm 19: 1-6 and key questions. Explain that because God’s world is a 
precious treasure we should do all we can to preserve and look after it. 
Ask children to sort a selection of statements in to yes or no piles, asking 
the question ‘Is this what God wants?’ Put yes answers into their treasure 
chest  
 
Week 3: Read verses from Psalm 147. Show ‘Praise for God’s world’ 
PowerPoint or share the content below. Talk about treasures of God’s 
world that the children can see from their window.  
Ask children to write a prayer about taking care of God’s world, thinking 
about what they could do on each day of the week: 
On Monday, Lord help me to… On Tuesday, Lord help me to… On 
Wednesday… 
 
Week 4: Look at the key vocabulary for this topic and their meanings and 
use it to remember all we have learnt about the treasure of God’s world 
and how we can take care of it. Celebrate with a simple Act of Worship. 

 



Year 2 

Year 2 children learn about ‘Treasures’ and come to understand the treasure of Creation 
that is God’s gift to us. 

All of the resources for this topic are available from the CAFOD website 
https://comeandsee.cafod.org.uk/ 
This is free to access when you register with an email address. For those unable to access 
the PowerPoints there are information sheets and images below. Children may also like to 
explore KidzZone https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Kidz-Zone 
 

Week 1: Talk about what you treasure and why. Explain what ‘treasure’ means to you. Share 
your own ‘treasure chest’ (e.g. photo of special people, special gift/ornament/jewellery). 
Ask what they treasure. Walk around your house making lists of treasures around us (e.g. 
flowers, plants, tap for water). Discuss the things we treasure and why, and how we look 
after the things that are important to us. Talk about the treasures we share, the treasures of 
the earth – water, sun, land, trees, nature. 
Make a treasure box using either the chest template provided below or a decorated shoe 
box. Put in pictures of animals, places and people (from magazines, internet or draw your 
own) that represent the treasures of the world. Add any treasures you have collected from 
nature – shells, pebbles, flower, feather. Think about why each one is a treasure. 

Week 2: Read The world is a treasure (see below).Read the story a second time, asking the 
children to close their eyes and picture the story in their mind as they listen. You might 
explain that this is a story or poem written a long time ago to try to explain how God made 
and loves the world. Go outside in to your path or garden and look around at God’s world, 
thinking about it as a precious treasure. Look at the sky, clouds, anything from nature. Read 
Psalm 19: 1-5 (see below)and key questions. Explain that because God’s world is a precious 
treasure we should do all we can to preserve and look after it. 
Sort all of the statements (see below) in to yes or no piles, asking the question ‘Is this what 
God wants?’ If the answer is ‘yes, God wants this’ put the statement in your treasure chest 
and throw the statement away if the answer is ‘no, God does not want this’. 

Week 3: Read verses from Psalm 147 (below). Share with the children the response to the 
Psalm: How loving, how powerful, how wise God is! Let’s sing praise, sing praise, sing praise! 
If you are able to access the website (www.cafod.org.uk/comeandsee) show ‘Praise for 
God’s world’ PowerPoint or share the content below. Talk about treasures of God’s world 
that the children can see from their window.  
Write your own prayer about taking care of God’s world. Think about what you could do on 
each day of the week: 
On Monday, Lord help me to… On Tuesday, Lord help me to… On Wednesday… 

Week 4: Look at the key vocabulary for this topic and use it to remember all we have learnt 
about the treasure of God’s world and how we can take care of it. Celebrate with a simple 
Act of Worship (see below). 

 

  

https://comeandsee.cafod.org.uk/
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Kidz-Zone
http://www.cafod.org.uk/comeandsee


Week 1 

 

  



Week 2 

The world is a treasure (based on Genesis  1:3,9,20,24-26) 

God said, “Let there be light,” and there was the sun.  

God said, “Let there be water,” and there were the seas.  

God said, “Let the seas be filled with living creatures and the skies be filled with flying 

creatures.” And they were.  

God said, “Let the earth be filled with animals,” and so it was.  

God saw that it was good.  

So then God created men and women who would love and care for the world.  

God looked at all creation and it was very good.   

Q What did you picture while you were listening? 

Q What did you like most about this story? Why? 

Q What does the poem tell us about how God felt about the world? 

Q What do you think God may feel about the world now? 
 

 

Psalm 19:1-6 

We praise you God.  

Each day the sun rises high in the sky to give us light and warmth.  

Words are not needed to tell us how wonderful you are; the silent message reaches 

everyone, everywhere.  

We are full of joy as each new day begins.  

It starts at one end of the sky and goes across to the other. Nothing can hide from its heat. 

 

Q Why is God’s world precious?  

Q Who is it for? 

Q What makes us happy with God’s world?  

Q What do you think the silent message is? 
 

  



Week 2 The statements: 

 

The fish swim in the seas, the tigers roar in the jungles and the stars twinkle in the sky. 

 

These trees look useful, I could chop down one or two of these to burn on a fire and keep me warm. 

 

People are peaceful and happy. 

 

The plants grow, the flowers open and the birds sing in the trees. 

 

Use both sides of a piece of paper. 

 

People have quarrels and angry words. 

 

Catch lots of fish to eat and if there are some left over I could throw them away. 

 

Turn the tap off when I am brushing my teeth. 

 

Have a long soak in a bath full of water twice a day. 

 

Remember to switch things off when I’ve stopped using them. 

 

Have a picnic and leave the rubbish for someone else to clean up. 

 

Think about other people; share your money and the things you own. 

 

  



Week 3 Psalm 147 

Let’s sing a psalm to our God. It is good to give joyful praise.  

Do you know how many stars are in the sky? God does.  

God made them all and gave each one a name.  

How loving, how powerful, how wise God is! Let’s sing praise, sing praise, sing praise!  

God hides the bright blue sky behind the clouds, lets the rain fall upon the earth.  

God makes the grass grow on the hills and in the fields, gives plants for us to eat.  

God feeds the animals and the birds too, when they are hungry.  

God cares for and looks after all that lives.  

How loving, how powerful, how wise God is! Let’s sing praise, sing praise, sing praise!  

God sends snow soft as wool, sprinkles frost white like powder.  

God spreads the ice on the water, makes the world so beautiful, so cold.  

Then God sends warm air and the wind begins to blow.  

The snow, frost and ice melt, the streams and rivers flow.  

How loving, how powerful, how wise God is! Let’s sing praise, sing praise, sing praise!   

(based on Psalm 147) 

 

 

 

The following text is contained in the Show praise for God’s world PowerPoint: 

 

God made the earth and sky. God made all the people all over the world. God made spiders 
and dogs and butterflies and tigers and pandas and all other animals. God made the tulips, 
the trees, the tomatoes and all the plants. And, God tells us we must take good care of them. 
It is an important job.  

Q What are we praising God for?  

Q Why is God’s world a treasure? 

Q How would you give thanks for God’s treasure? 

Q What can you do to care for and protect God’s treasure – the world? 

  



Week 4 
Act of Worship 

TREASURES 
Year 2 

 
You may like to set up a focal table: 

Table with a cloth, a cross and a candle 
Bible (if possible, open at Psalm 50: 10-11) 
Personal photograph 
Natural treasures (leaf, shell, stone, etc) 
Paintings of children’s own “Treasures”  
 

To begin our prayer time together  let us make the sign of the cross… In the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
    
As we light this candle, I want you to remember that we want to remember today the 
treasures that God has given to all of us, and to thank him for these precious things.  
 
We have some paintings of our own treasures – things which are precious to us and some 
special photographs, which we treasure. They are precious to us because they show …….  
 
But many of the other treasures here are treasures, which we find all around us in God’s 
world. They are all precious to God – but sometimes we don’t value them so much – we 
mistreat them, or act carelessly with them, including the world itself. 
   
Today we are going to hear a reading from the Bible, which was written by a young king of 
Israel called David, who really did value all the things in the world that God made for us to 
enjoy.  David was also good at music and these words would have been written as a song of 
praise and rejoicing, known as a psalm.  
 
                           

A reading from the Book of Psalms 
                           
 

All the animals in the woods are mine.  
      When you see them think of me.  
      The cattle grazing on the hills are mine 

When you see them think of me. 
                

I know all the birds that fly in the air.  
When you see them think of me. 

    Everything that moves in the fields of the earth, 
Belongs to me, your God. 
When you see them, think of me. 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gathering  

Together 

The Word 

of God 



 
 
    This reading reminds us that God made everything in world and 

values it greatly as his treasure. I want you to close your eyes and 
 think of a special treasure of God’s that you value greatly. 

 
Thank God for this wonderful treasure, whatever it may be… an 
animal … a flower…. a shell….. a leaf,  and tell him how much it means 
to you.  
Pray that other people will treasure it too.   

 
Reader: Now let us join together in prayer. Your response is “Thank you God”. 
           

For the sun that shines on us.   Thank you God 
For the rain that falls on us. Thank you God 

  For the beautiful flowers that grow around us. Thank you God 
For the stars that glitter in the sky.  Thank you God  
For all the insects, animals, birds and fish. Thank you God 

   For all that we treasure in our lives.  Thank you God 
 

Before we finish our celebration, let us listen to the words of a poem. 
 

I often think of God; 
He made the world I see; 

And if he made such lovely things; 
How lovely God must be. 

 
I often think of God; 

I know that He made me 
And if I am his loving child 

How happy I shall be. 
 

It is up to all of us to treasure all of the things that God gave us in his world.  
Try to think now of one of God’s treasures and say how you are going to try 
to after it in the future.  
Then say a prayer to God asking him to help you to do so.                      

 
 
 

Response to 

the Word 

Going 

Forth 


