
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At St Michael's, we respect and care for ourselves and each other. We work hard and try our best to use 
the gifts that God has given to us. 

 
In EYFS we recognise that learning begins at birth and continues throughout life. We acknowledge that everyone has the ability to be a 
competent learner, regardless of disability or other special needs.  We also recognise that the early years are a time where children progress 
and grow at a rapid rate and where children are bursting with awe and wonder, fun and joy. All the EYFS staff at St Michael’s recognise the 
special responsibility they hold as custodians of the early years and they do not lose sight of this treasured opportunity. 
 
All children follow the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum. The principles which guide the work of all early years practitioners are grouped 
into four themes:  
 
A Unique Child –Every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and 
self-assured.  
Positive Relationships – Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships.  
Enabling Environments – Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their experiences 
respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and carers.  
Learning and Development – Children develop and learn in different ways. Practitioners teach children by ensuring challenging, playful 
opportunities across the prime and specific areas of learning and development.  
 
 
 
 



They foster the characteristics of effective early learning  
• Playing and exploring  

• Active learning  

• Creating and thinking critically  
 

Teaching, Learning and Assessment Policy - School Aims and Implementation 
 

St. Michael’s Primary School aims to provide children the opportunity to develop towards their full potential - academically, emotionally and 
socially - by: 

 Providing the highest standard of education to enable children to acquire the skills, knowledge and concepts relevant to 
their future. 

 Promoting an ethos of care, mutual respect and support, where effort is valued and success celebrated. 

 Enabling children to become active, responsible and caring members of the school and wider community. 

 Ensuring the rights of the child are met. 
 
The school works towards these aims by having high expectations which permeate through: 

 Promoting high quality learning and attainment. 

 Providing a broad and enriched curriculum. 

 Providing an engaging and interactive learning environment. 

 Valuing each other, ourselves and our school. 

 Working in partnership with parents and the community. 
 
As a Catholic Caring Community we promote Christian values and a have a strong values which dictate how we continually grow as a 
community. 
 
School Values: As a Catholic Caring Community we promote Christian values and a have a strong values which dictate how we continually grow 
as a community. 

 
 
 



 

Teaching, Learning and Assessment Policy – An Introduction 
 
We believe the key principles that enhance the way children learn are: 

 
1. High expectations of behaviour and learning – we aim to provide an inclusive culture of high expectations whereby every child 

succeeds and progress from their starting points is clear.  
2. Differentiation – all of our children are supported to meet individual targets.  Our curriculum meets the needs of the children. 
3. Independent learning and problem solving – children are active participants in their own learning and develop understanding through 

real experiences and enquiry. 
4. Challenge and enrichment – our curriculum is driven by stimulating and enthusiastic teaching which ignites a love of learning and 

motivates and inspires pupils to achieve more. 
 

 

Teaching, Learning and Assessment Policy - Responsibilities 
 
All staff work together for the needs of the children. We hold regular team meetings with all staff. The actions of the meetings are followed up. 
They are always linked to our improvement plan.  
 
 

Teaching, Learning and Assessment Policy – Our Framework (child centered and purposeful) 
 
Our language of learning MUST reflect our key principles (High expectations, Differentiation, Independent learning and problem solving, 
Challenge and enrichment).   
 
We must strive to develop in our children the notion that their ability can be grown and developed.  Learning is observed not as a straight 
forward process but rather a complex journey of success and failure, whereby mistakes are necessary. 
 
 



 
Therefore we must believe in the fundamentals of our own practice:  
 

 Be creative and passionate and make learning enjoyable 

 Make learning real and give it a purpose 

 Know our children and prioritise their learning 

 Maintain high standards equipping children to reach them 

 Allow children time to improve  

 Establish an environment that promotes ambition where children regard difficulties not as obstacles but as stepping stones 

 Empower children to be active participants in their learning  
 

 

Teaching, Learning and Assessment Policy - Steps to Success 
 
 

The learning environment  
 
At St Michael’s we recognise the importance of providing a stimulating, interesting, welcoming, safe and challenging learning environment.  We 
teach in a shared area with Reception and Nursery children sharing resources and learning, to ensure progression and fluid transition.  All 
areas are organised and resourced to provide learning opportunities in the seven areas of the EYFS curriculum. Children are taught how to 
access the equipment in each area of provision independently from the moment they are able, to enable them to follow their own ideas and 
interests.  
There are also planned age appropriate ‘focused activities' for specific children, or groups of children providing a balance of child and adult 
initiated activity.  
 
The outdoor learning environment is valued part of the curriculum and is organised into areas of provision that promote the seven areas of 
learning in the EYFS curriculum. Being outdoors offers children the freedom to explore, use their senses and be physically active. It also offers 
opportunities to do things in different ways and on different scales compared to indoors. Our outdoor environment provides a range of 
resources and activities for children to explore and we try to ensure each of the curriculum areas are incorporated into the outdoor 
environment each day. 



 
 

The important role of all adults:  
 
We recognise the importance of the role that all early years educators play in the care and education of our youngest children. These roles 
include:  
 

 Building relationships.  

 Observing children to identify their wellbeing and involvement, their needs, strengths and interests  

 Planning for next steps in learning  

 Supporting and extending child initiated activity  

 Engaging children in focussed activity  

 Maintaining and developing a stimulating, welcoming safe and challenging learning environment. 

 Working as a team to ensure that all children reach their full potential. 
 
 

The important role of parents: 
 
Parents play a key role in children’s development and it is essential for us to have a strong partnership with parents to 
ensure each child reaches their full potential. We ensure parents feel valued and shared partners in their child’s learning by:  
 

 Informal conversations at beginning and end of sessions  

 Stay and play sessions  

 Termly opportunities for parents to come and see learning for example through end of topic celebrations 

 Sharing regular news via Facebook feed and website. 

 Provision of regular homework/reading and advice to parents  

 Holding parent workshops once a term 

 Sharing observations in our learning journals. 

 Sending termly targets at parent’s evenings 



 Welcome liturgies and Buddie’s assembly  

 Termly parent’s evenings for Reception 

 Termly newsletters and curriculum information 

 Conducting home visits for new parents to Nursery and welcome liturgies and welcome meetings for Reception parents  
 
 

Transition  

 
Nursery to Reception  
Nursery and Reception teachers work closely together throughout the year and take part in joint moderations. This ensures Reception 
teachers develop a good understanding of Nursery children’s abilities and needs before they move up. The shared area ensures that all 
children feel comfortable with Reception staff. We have a new starters meeting for parents.  
 
Reception to Year One 
Reception children make use of the whole school facilities such as the hall and whole school playground to ensure the children are confident 
and well prepared for moving around the main school building. They attend whole school assemblies and Masses and play with whole school 
at lunch time. In the final summer term, the Reception have half a day with their new teacher. Reception teachers also moderate with Year 1 
teachers during the year which helps inform the teachers of the children’s abilities and needs before they move up.  At the end of each school 
year, teachers meet to share information on each child with their new class teacher including their knowledge, understanding, achievements 
and end of year assessment data. This ensures all teachers have a well-rounded picture of the children prior to the new school year. Teachers 
are also provided with copies of end of year reports for the children in their new class.  Reception parents are invited to attend a meeting 
about Year One expectations.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Teaching, Learning and Assessment Policy - Subject clarity, consistency and high expectations in 
planning, delivery and assessment 

 
At St Michael’s we have clear expectations for each subject and each child with each lesson.  All staff deliver learning that is challenging, high 
quality and provides consistency across year groups. 
 

Assessment  
 
Every child has an individual learning Journal which includes observations and information from both staff and parents that record the child’s 
journey and progress through the foundation stage.  
We provide long observations every  term of children.  
Parents send in proud stars for assessment of home activities.  
Children receive half termly targets linked to all areas of the curriculum.  
 
The children in Nursery have brave writing books and learning journeys to record work. We also have floor books for RE and topic coverage.  
The children in Reception have maths and literacy books, a learning journey. They have floor books for RE and topic coverage. 
 
We moderate termly with our cluster schools to ensure our judgements are accurate. 
 

Planning  
 
Prime areas are fundamental and work together to support development in all other areas.  
Personal, Social and Emotional Development, Communication and Language and Physical development. The specific 
areas are taught alongside these areas.  

 
We follow Medium term plans, weekly plans and individual daily plans. These can be adapted and changed to suit children’s interests and 
individual needs.  
 



We believe it is essential to have a balance between adult and child-led learning in Early Years. A mixture of adult and child-led learning allows 
children to practice new skills and take ownership of their learning by applying it in different situations. Carefully planned adult-led activities 
are important to ensure children learn specific skills and knowledge. Through children’s carefully structured play, they can practice these skills 
and we can then see how much of this learning children have embedded. Both Reception and Nursery follow daily timetables which provide 
set times for adult-led sessions and time for children to learn through continuous provision. Teachers plan for both adult-led and child-led 
sessions based on children’s needs and any gaps in their learning. Staff will make on-going assessments of the progress and attainment of each 
child and use this information to aid future planning  
 
Suitably differentiated activities are organised to meet the learning needs of each child. There is some whole class teaching for short periods of 
time for nursery children. In the reception classes, whole class carpet times happen at the beginning and end of each session both morning and 
afternoon to ensure that children have access to daily phonics sessions, mathematics, RE and story and shared writing. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nursery Non-Negotiables 

General Curriculum  

 All children will thrive and be happy to learn  

 All children will experience a broad, balanced and creative curriculum  

 All parents will feel like partners in their child’s learning  

 All staff will be secure in understanding of how a child learns and how to enhance learning  

 All children will be valued as individuals and encouraged to flourish  

Planning  

 We will plan for all areas of the classroom. 

 We will use a medium term plan as a skeleton for planning ideas 

 We will completed weekly timetables and planning sheets, adapted as week progresses.  

 We will include child initiated learning into our planning  

 We will ensure all areas are planned for linking to focus for that week 

 We will have regular EYFS team meetings to ensure consistency 

Environment  

 We will have working walls for maths literacy and RE which will be updated regularly 

 We will always have a shop, a home area and role play area which will be changed 
regularly  

 We will ensure an outstanding classroom environment that is vibrant and welcoming 

 We will label or shadow resources  

 We will ensure all areas of learning are evident in the setting  

Outdoor area  

 We will ensure all areas of learning are evident outside  

 We will ensure children have clear structure for tidying and respecting the outdoor classroom  

 We will ensure outdoor learning is planned for in weekly plans and timetables  

 We will ensure the outdoor area has a link to our current topic  

 We will use natural resources to enhance the outdoor area.  

RE  

 We will have evidence in learning journeys for each learning focus (x3 for each topic)  

 We will complete a class floor book for all topics 

 We will ensure RE is taught through areas and include role play areas  

 We will use the prayer table to enhance our prayers every day.  

 We will have liturgies for families to attend  

Maths  

 We will ensure all children recognise their numbers to 10 by the end of Nursery  

 We will ensure all children have a maths focus day once a week 

 We will high quality maths resources in classroom for child initiated learning   

Literacy (reading and writing)  

 We will have reading corner that encouraged a love of reading 

 We will have weekly differentiated phonics sessions.  

 We will introduce focus groups for children who need further support. 

 We will ensure all children have a small group shared story time at least once a week.  

 Reading records signed once a week 

 We will ensure children experience a variety of opportunities to develop FMC such as 
write dance, letter formation and name formation.  



 

Early Years Foundation Stage Unit Timetable 
 

  

Reception  Non-Negotiables 

General Curriculum  

 All children will thrive and be happy to learn  

 All children will experience a broad, balanced and creative curriculum  

 All parents will feel like partners in their child’s learning  

 All staff will be secure in understanding of how a child learns and how to enhance learning  

 All children will be valued as individuals and encouraged to flourish  

Planning  

 We will plan for all areas of the classroom. 

 We will completed weekly timetables and planning sheets which will be adapted as week 
progresses.  

 We will include child initiated learning into our planning  

 We will ensure all areas are planned for linking to focus for that week 

 We will ensure every minute counts 

 We will have regular EYFS team meetings to ensure consistency 

Environment  

 We will have working walls for maths literacy and RE which will be updated regularly. 

 We will ensure an outstanding classroom environment that is vibrant and welcoming 

 We will label or shadow resources  

 We will ensure all areas of learning are evident in the setting  

Outdoor area  

 We will ensure all areas of learning are evident outside  

 We will ensure children have clear structure for tidying and respecting the outdoor classroom  

 We will ensure outdoor learning is planned for in weekly plans and timetables  

 We will ensure the outdoor area has a link to our current topic  

 We will use natural resources to enhance the outdoor area.  

RE  

 We will have evidence in learning journey for each learning focus (x3 for each topic)  

 We will complete a class floor book for all topics 

 We will ensure RE is taught through areas and include role play areas  

 We will use the prayer table to enhance our prayers every day.  

 We will have liturgies for families to attend  

Maths  

 We will high quality maths resources in classroom for child initiated learning   

 We will ensure maths is taught at least 5 times a week and work is evidenced in numeracy 
books at least twice a week. 

 We will ensure assessments are captured in pupil’s individual maths books at least once a 
week. 

 We will ensure maths activities are differentiated by ability  

 We will ensure a range of high quality maths resources are used to enhance learning  

Literacy (reading and writing)  

 We will have reading corner that encouraged a love of reading 

 We will have differentiated daily phonics sessions  

 We will have at least 3 writing focus activities a week and 2 pieces of evidence in brave 
writing books a week. 

 We will ensure all children read to a teacher at least once a week.  

 Reading records are signed once a week by class teacher.  

 We will teach children the cursive handwriting style 
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 End of year Nursery expectations (shared with all parents)  End of year expectations for Reception (shared with parents)  

Personal 
and social  

 Demonstrate friendly behaviour, initiating conversations and forming 
Relationships with peers and familiar adults. 

 Be confident to talk to other children when playing  

 take turns and share resources 

 follow class and school rules 

 Show good control and coordination in large and small movements.  

 Move confidently in a range of ways, safely negotiating space.  

 Handle equipment and tools effectively, including pencils for writing. 

 Know the importance for good health of physical exercise and a healthy diet, talk about ways to be healthy and safe.  

 Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs successfully, including dressing and going to the toilet  

Communica
tion and 
language  

 Listen to stories with increasing attention and recall.  

 Join in with repeated refrains and anticipates key events and phrases  

 Follow simple directions and instructions.  

 shows understanding of prepositions such as ‘under’, ‘on’ and ‘behind’  

 begin to use more complex sentences to link thoughts together  

 Retell a simple past event in the correct order. 

 Begin to use a range of tenses e.g. play, playing, will play, played. 

 Listen attentively in a range of situations. 

  Listen to stories, accurately anticipating key events, and respond to what they hear with relevant comments, questions 
or actions.  

 Follow instructions involving several ideas or actions.  

 Answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences and in response to stories or events. 

  Express themselves effectively, showing awareness of listeners’ needs.  

 Use past, present and future forms accurately when talking about events that have happened or are to happen  

Physical 
developme
nt  

 move freely and with confidence in a range of ways, such as slithering, 
running, jumping, skipping, sliding and hopping 

 draw lines and circles using gross motor movements  

 begin to use scissors with increasing confidence  

 hold a pencil between thumb and two fingers  

 begin to write own name with increasing confidence  

 can put on own coat and shoes 

 Confident to try new activities, and to say why they like some activities more than others 

 They are confident to speak in a familiar group, will talk about their ideas, and will choose the resources they need for 
their chosen activities.  

 Talk about how they and others show feeling.  

 Work as part of a group or class, and understand and follow rules. 

  Adjust their behaviour to different situations, and take changes of routine in their stride. 

 Play cooperatively, taking turns with others. They take account of one another’s ideas  

 show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings, and form positive relationships with adults and other children. 

Literacy   Recognise your own name 

 Handles and holds books correctly  

 Enjoys and knows some familiar stories 

 Read and recognise some Phase 2 phonemes 

 Beginning to recognise rhyme. 

 Holds pencil in preferred hand  

 Will write or mark-make with confidence 

 Identify rhymes and alliteration. 

 Read and understand simple sentences. 

 Identify start and end of a sentence 

 Write simple sentences which may be with support. 

 Begin to understand a full stop and capital letter 

 Correct letter formation for all letters. 

 Some words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically plausible 

Maths   Uses words like ‘big or ’small’ to compare sets 
 Recognise written numerals 1 to 5. 

 Count objects up to 5 in a set. 

 Count out loud, forwards and backwards to 10  

 Name simple 2d shapes 

 Talk about different patterns egg repeating, symmetrical  

  Count reliably to 20. 
 Order numbers 1 – 20. 

 Say 1 more/ 1 less to 10 

 Add and subtract two single digit numbers. 

 Solve problems including doubling, halving and sharing. 

 Talk about and solve problems involving size, capacity, position, distance, time and money. 

 Recognize, create and describe patterns.  

 Explore characteristics of everyday objects and shapes and use mathematical language to describe them. 

Understand
ing of the 
world  

 To know days and seasons 

 Notice changes in world around us  

 Show respect for all cultures and religions  

 Show interest in different jobs / occupations  

 know how to operate simple equipment 

 Talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. They know that other children 
don’t always enjoy the same things 

 Know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and 
traditions. 

 Know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things.  

  Talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one to another. 
They make observations of animals and plants and explain why some things occur, and talk about changes. 

 Recognise that a range of technology is used in places such as homes and schools. They select and use technology for 



 
 

Teaching, Learning and Assessment Policy – Pedagogy (Putting policy into practice) 
 

Our teaching and learning MUST incorporate these 4 key areas: high expectations; independent learning; challenge and enrichment and 
assessment.   
 
To be outstanding our lessons will demonstrate:   

1. High expectations - Pace of learning is quick. All children aware of what they should do to achieve through clear explanations and 
expectations.  Language of learning expects high standards.  

2. Independent learning - All children are active learners and focused on their tasks throughout the full lesson.   This is demonstrated by 
the proportion of time children are engaged in purposeful discussions and working towards their teacher target.  

3. Challenge and enrichment- All children excited and motivated to learn.  They are challenged according to ability.  This is evident 
through questioning, tasks or support. Children demonstrate resilience in overcoming problems.  

4. Assessment - All children make progress at a rapid rate.  They respond to developmental feedback - peer and teacher assessment.  
Progress is clearly evident as a result of succinct, focused marking.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

particular purposes. 

Expressive 
art and 
design  

 Explore paint and other and Know your colours  

 Know some simple nursery rhymes and songs and move freely to music  

 Begin to create / draw some recognisable objects  

 Engage in imaginative role-play based on own experiences and builds 
stories around toys 

 Sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing them. 

  use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and 
function 

 represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art, music, dance, role play and stories 



Teaching, Learning and Assessment Policy - Monitoring and Review 
 
 Lesson observations and book scrutinies are regular. In line with new Ofsted guidance, individual lessons are not graded but an overall self-

evaluation of teaching and learning is made by the School Leadership Team.  On a termly basis, teaching and learning is evaluated, detailing 
observations, planning audits, learning walks and book monitoring findings.  Individual and general feedback allows for challenge, support 
and cascading of outstanding practice.   
 

 The whole staff evaluate the effectiveness of our Teaching and Learning policy annually.  Adaptations are agreed to by all staff so that we 
are constantly striving for further improvement.  
 

 We regularly ask our parents to comment on how we are doing.  We are pleased so many parents comment positively about the school.  
We are confident that parents value and appreciate the hard work of all the staff to ensure our children are happy, confident and achieve 
well.  Equally we always welcome suggestions for further improvements and inform parents on how we are developing the areas 
identified.  
 

 The Head teacher and link Governors report on the effectiveness of the Teaching and Learning through the Local Management Board. 
 
November 2018 
 
 
 


